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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZI0)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DEFAZIO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monohan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 313. Concurrent resolution to
urge the President, on behalf of the United
States, to present the Presidential Medal of
Freedom to His Holiness, Pope John Paul I,
in recognition of his significant, enduring,
and historic contributions to the causes of
freedom, human dignity, and peace and to
commemorate the Silver Jubilee of His Holi-
ness’ inauguration of his ministry as Bishop
of Rome and Supreme Pastor of the Catholic
Church.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 1895. An act to temporarily extend the
programs under the Small Business Act and
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958
through March 15, 2004, and for other
purposes.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 10 one-minutes
from each side.

————

IN SUPPORT OF MEDICARE
REFORM BILL

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, | learned
in the real estate business, you never
leave the negotiations for fear they
may fail and you do not get your com-
mission. Today, | understand the
Democrats are planning a walkout
from this floor to protest Medicare leg-
islation. Yesterday, uniquely, the
Democrats were burning their AARP
cards down the street. The only thing
missing from that scene was Jane
Fonda.

Mr. Speaker, the seniors of our coun-
try deserve a Medicare program that is
updated for the 21st century, including
prescription drugs. It is an opportunity
to help our seniors with new tech-
nology, diagnostic tests for
osteoporosis, cardiovascular disease,
diabetes. But no. If the Democrats do
not get their way, they take the high-
way. That is discouraging for American
seniors. And for them to ridicule and
criticize AARP that just last week was
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the gold standard for senior lobbying
organizations is somewhat a tremen-
dous stain on the Democratic Party.
Where are the leaders like Claude Pep-
per and Franklin Roosevelt?

I urge them to come to the floor
today and work on Medicare legisla-
tion. Let us pass a bill for all seniors.

————————

A RUBE GOLDBERG MEDICARE
REFORM BILL

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman before me waxed eloquent
about a $400 billion Rube Goldberg
complete with subsidies for the phar-
maceutical industry, the insurance in-
dustry and price fixing. It is going to
guarantee that there will be no reduc-
tion in the extortionate price of pre-
scription drugs. Americans will still
continue to pay the highest prices in
the developed world despite the fact
that the drugs are manufactured here
by American companies who often re-
ceive the benefit of taxpayer-funded re-
search.

We could provide a much more mean-
ingful benefit for substantially less and
that would be if we did two simple
things: Negotiate lower prices like
every other nation in the world has
done, but this bill prohibits the govern-
ment from negotiating lower prices on
behalf of Americans or Medicare bene-
ficiaries. And, secondly, we could just
engage in free trade, allow the re-
importation of U.S.-manufactured,
FDA-approved drugs. That would sub-
stantially lower the price. Many Amer-
ican seniors have already resorted to
that, but this bill will prohibit the re-
importation of drugs but instead it will
engage in subsidizing private insur-
ance, subsidizing the pharmaceutical
industry, price fixing and protec-
tionism. They are violating every prin-
ciple they say they believe in.

———

IN SUPPORT OF MEDICARE
PRESCRIPTION DRUG BILL

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, later this
week we will have an opportunity to
keep our promises to seniors. For too
long our parents and our grandparents
have been paying too much for pre-
scription drugs. This problem is much
more acute for low-income seniors, es-
pecially women. Women represent
more than half the seniors with in-
comes that are less than 135 percent of
the poverty level. They live longer
than men, they spend more on health
care, and they are more likely to suffer
from chronic medical conditions. In es-
sence, women need more drugs for a
longer period of time but are least like-
ly to be able to afford them.

This prescription drug bill will help
those on fixed incomes. A woman with
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an income of less than $13,000 today
will receive full assistance. No pre-
miums, no deductibles, no gap in cov-
erage. Furthermore, disease manage-
ment programs will help women who
are suffering from multiple chronic dis-
eases. It will help them receive better
care from health professionals who can
coordinate their medical needs.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to end the
rhetoric and deliver on a promise.

———

CONGRESS PUNTS ON
PRESCRIPTION DRUG BILL

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, as we
address the issue of prescription drugs
and as speaker after speaker is speak-
ing about prescription drugs, there are
three attempts to deal with out-of-con-
trol prices of prescription drugs that
are going up on average 20 percent a
year:

One is through the free market prin-
ciple of reimportation, allowing Ameri-
cans to buy drugs in either Europe or
Canada. Second, bulk negotiation, cre-
ating a Sam’s Club using the power of
40 million seniors to purchase drugs at
reduced prices like they do in Europe
and in Canada. And, third, through
speedy introduction of generic medica-
tions to market to bring competition
to price.

In all three areas, the pharma-
ceutical industry got what they want,
and this Congress punted on getting
the price reduction as it relates to
pharmaceutical prices. We need to offer
the taxpayers who are about to be
asked to spend $400 billion of their
money, $400 billion of taxpayer money,
we owe them the common decency and
courtesy to get them the best price, ei-
ther through the free market principle,
through creating negotiation bulk
prices to get prices reduced, or
generics. In each area, this Congress
punted on behalf of the pharmaceutical
industry.

———

PEER-TO-PEER SOFTWARE IS A
REAL DANGER TO OUR KIDS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the British
newspaper The Guardian has found
that demand for child pornography
through the use of file-sharing pro-
grams, like Kazaa, is leading to more
abuse of children. The sale of peer-to-
peer traffic in illegal images of chil-
dren now dwarfs any other pedophile
network they have found.

David Wilson, professor of crimi-
nology at Central England, said, “‘Peer-
to-peer facilitates the most extreme,
aggressive and reprehensible types of
behavior that the Internet will allow.”
Programs that are used by kids to find
songs or pictures of cartoons are deliv-
ering our children right into the
clutches of these predators.
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